


Celebrating the European Day of Languages
on September 26th
1. Question: What is the European Day of Languages?
Answer: Following the success of the European Year of Languages 2001, to celebrate linguistic diversity in Europe and promote language learning, the Council of Europe declared a European Day of Languages to be celebrated on 26th of September each year.
2. Question: What are the objectives of the European Day of Languages?
Answer: The objectives are to raise awareness of:
· Europe’s rich linguistic diversity, which must be preserved and enhanced
· the need to diversify the range of languages people learn (to include less widely used languages), which results in plurilingualism 
· the need for people to develop some degree of proficiency in two languages or more to be able to play their full part in democratic citizenship in Europe.
3. Question: How many official languages are there in the European Union?
Answer: There are twenty-four official languages along with a range of others. There are more member states in the EU than there are official languages. This is because some member states share national languages such as Dutch in the Netherlands and Belgium, French in France, Belgium and Luxembourg. 
4. Question: Why is it important to know more than one language?
Answer: 
Communication
It enables you to communicate with different people either in face-to-face communication or on social media. If your partner, relatives or friends speak a different language, learning that language will help you to communicate with them. It can also give you a better understanding of their culture and way of thinking. 
 Study or research 
Learning other languages gives you access to a greater range of information about your subject.
 
 Studying abroad 
If you plan to study at a foreign university, college or school, you'll need a good knowledge of the local language to order food and drink, find your way around, buy tickets, make new friends etc. 
 Travelling 
If you want to get to know the locals, to read signs, menus, etc., knowing the local language is very useful. 
If you have a more advanced knowledge of the language, you can have real conversations with the people you meet, which can be very interesting and will add a new dimension to your holiday. 
 Food 
Perhaps you enjoy the food and/or drink of a particular country or region and make regular trips there, or the recipe books you want to use are only available in a foreign language.
 Emigration 
When you move to a different country or region, learning the local language will help you to communicate and integrate with the local community. 
 Work 
If your work involves regular contact with speakers of foreign languages, being able to talk to them in their own languages will help you to communicate with them.
Knowledge of foreign languages may also increase your chances of finding a new job, getting a promotion or a transfer overseas, or going on foreign business trips. 
 Culture 
Maybe you're interested in the literature, poetry, films, TV programs, music or some other aspect of the culture of people who speak a particular language and want to learn their language in order to gain a better understanding of their culture.
 Surfing the Internet
Surfing the net has become a popular pastime, for many internet users. 
5. Question: How can you learn a language?
Have a good reason to learn a language
This might sound obvious, but if you don’t know why you are learning a foreign language, you are less likely to stay motivated over the long-run.
Know your learning style
This is the single most important thing you need to know when starting to learn a language. Everyone learns differently, especially when it comes to languages. 
You'll need to figure out if you learn best through repetition, through writing down the words or through listening to a native speaker.
Decide if you're a visual, auditive or kinesthetic learner. 
A trick to figuring out which you are is this: Pick a couple of words from your language and read them over a few times. If you can remember them the next day, you're probably a visual learner. If not, have someone else read the words to you several times without seeing them yourself. If you can remember them the next day, you're most likely an auditive learner. If this doesn't work, read and write the two words, repeat them out loud, listen to them read by someone else, associate memories and feelings with them. If you can remember them the next day, you're probably a kinesthetic learner. 
Find and choose a course that suits your approach to learning
There also free online language learning resources such as
 Busuu 
 Duolingo 
 Foreign Services Institute
 Livemocha 
 Memrise 
for different types of language learners. Some prefer lots of visual aids and graphics to hold their interest. Some like quizzes, scores, and games so they can compete with themselves. Some are drawn to grammar, while others prefer listen-and-repeat exercises. You can find the one that suits you. 
Listen
Listening to the language, be it through movies or television shows, through audio language courses or music can help you retain the words you're trying to learn. Just listening won't help, though. You will need to repeat the words and speak them yourself. 
Watch 
Watch television shows and movies without the subtitles. This includes soap operas, news shows, even shows you already know that have been dubbed into the language. It's a fun way to practise and apply your knowledge. 
Read in your chosen language 
Start off with simpler books and, as you get better, move on to more difficult ones. Challenge yourself to reading without a dictionary and let yourself puzzle the meanings out by yourself.
·  Children's books are a great place to start because these books are meant to teach children how to read and understand their language. 
· Find books that you have enjoyed in your native language and read them in the language you are trying to learn. Your knowledge of the book's contents will help you decipher the words. 
·  Try popular magazines or newspapers in the language you wish to learn. Choose a topic that interests you. Magazines are a good way to learn common idioms in context. Magazine and newspaper articles cover a variety of subjects, and they're generally much shorter than reading an entire book. 
Speak with native speakers
If you don't speak the language, you are unlikely to learn it well and keep it in your memory. 
·  There are programs that link people learning a language and native speakers via Skype. 
·  You can also look around your city or town for native speakers. 
Some interesting facts about world languages
 There are about 7,000 languages in the world. 
  There are 2,400 languages classified as being ‘endangered’. 
  231 languages are now completely extinct. 
 One language dies about every 14 days.
 1/4 of the world’s population speaks at least some English. 
 The oldest written language was believed to be written in about 4500 BC. 
 Esperanto is an artificial language that is spoken by about 500,000 to 2,000,000 people, and 2 feature films have been done in this language. 
 The bible is available in 2454 languages. 
 There are 24 working languages in the EU. 
 The pope tweets in 9 languages. 
 The US has no official language. 
 You can use an ATM in Latin in Vatican City.
 Basque, the language spoken around the Pyrenees and Spain, is the only language in Europe that is not related to any other known language.
 The only country in which Latin is the official language is the Vatican City.
 The native tongue of most Europeans is German.
 The only Celtic language which is recognized as an official language in Europe is Irish. 
 The only Semitic language in European Union is Maltese. 
Some interesting facts about the English language
 English is the third most commonly spoken language in the world (the first is Mandarin Chinese and the second is Spanish).
 English is mainly a mix of Old High German, Old Norse and Anglo-Norman. We only started speaking recognisable Modern English in the 14th Century. 
 The closest languages to English are Dutch and West Flemish.
 Approximately one new word is added to the English language every two hours.
 “I” is the oldest word in the English language.
  Only two modern English words end in “-gry”: “angry” and “hungry”. 
Some quotations about languages
 “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.”
‒Nelson Mandela 
  “One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way.” ‒Frank Smith 
  “You can never understand one language until you understand at least two.” ‒Geoffrey Willans 
 “To have another language is to possess a second soul.”
‒Charlemagne
  “Those who know nothing of foreign languages know nothing of their own.” ‒Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
  “Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come from and where they are going.” ‒Rita Mae Brown 
 “The limits of my language are the limits of my world.”
‒Ludwig Wittgenstein 
“Learn everything you can, anytime you can, from anyone you can; there will always come a time when you will be grateful you did.”
‒Sarah Caldwell 
The official web-site of the European Day of Languages: http://edl.ecml.at
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NOTE: The underlined words are explained in the Vocabulary notes.
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